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Welcome to this month’s edition of Phoenix Public Library's e-newsletter!

At Phoenix Public Library, we empower our community with resources and opportunities to
inspire and enrich lives. Each month, we share stories, programs, and updates that reflect our
core values of adaptability, inclusion, integrity, kindness, and making a difference. We’re

glad you’re here—let’s explore what’s happening this month at the library.
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Get Ready to Unearth a Story with Phoenix Public
Library’s Summer Reading Game 

Registration for Summer Reading is now open! Phoenix Public Library’s annual Summer
Reading Program—also known as the Summer Reading Game—returns June 1 through July
20, with this year’s theme, Unearth a Story. Readers of all ages are invited to dig into great
books, discover new adventures, and explore the power of storytelling all summer long. 

The program is free and open to everyone, offering a fun way to stay active and engaged while
escaping the summer heat. Participants can earn prizes, build strong reading habits, and enjoy a
wide variety of free programs and activities at library locations across the city. 

Visit maricopacountyreads.org to sign up and get ready to play starting June 1. And before the
fun officially begins, be sure to check out our Summer Reading kick‑off events beginning May 9
to start your adventure early! 
 

Stay Safe This Summer: Cholla Library Heat Relief Hours
Begin May 1
Beginning May 1 and continuing through September 30, Cholla Library will offer extended
Cooling Center hours as part of the City of Phoenix Heat Relief Plan. Cholla Library will be
open Monday–Saturday, 9 a.m.–9 p.m., and Sundays and holidays, noon–9 p.m., with full
library services available. All Phoenix Public Library locations serve as Cooling Centers,
providing safe, welcoming, and air‑conditioned spaces where community members can cool
down, access essential services, get water, and enjoy library programs and resources. Whether
you need a quick break from rising temperatures or a place to stay longer, our libraries are free
and open to all.
 

New Wallace & Ladmo
Show Library Card +
Ladmo Bag Giveaway
Thank you to everyone who joined us for an
unforgettable celebration with special guest
Pat McMahon from The Wallace & Ladmo
Show!

We were thrilled to unveil our brand new
Special Edition Wallace & Ladmo library card
— created in partnership with the Wallace and
Ladmo Foundation — and surprise two lucky
attendees with limited edition Ladmo Bags!

Sign up for your very own Wallace & Ladmo
library card at any Phoenix Public Library
location between April 25 and May 31 and be
automatically entered for a chance to win one
of five official Ladmo Bags!

Celebrate Arizona’s beloved TV legacy and
pick yours up today!

Learn More

 

Talking to Your Kids About Bodies, Boundaries &
Relationships 
Join us for Talking to Your Kids About Bodies, Boundaries & Relationships, a caregiver
workshop offered on May 2, from 2 to 3:30 p.m. at Saguaro Library, and May 16, from 2 to 3:30
p.m. at Mesquite Library. Led by an experienced health educator, this session helps caregivers
feel confident navigating important conversations with their children. You’ll learn how to pair
your family’s values with accurate, age‑appropriate information about bodies, boundaries, and
relationships. This workshop is open to caregivers of children of any age and is intended for
adults 18 and older. 
 

Read Aloud with Maggie
the Therapy Dog 
Join us for Sit, Stay, Read on May 9, from 10 to
11 a.m. at Saguaro Library, where young
readers can build confidence by reading aloud
to Maggie, a friendly certified therapy dog.
Children may bring a favorite book from home
or choose one from the library’s shelves for a
relaxed and encouraging reading experience.
Reading to therapy dogs helps emerging
readers practice their skills, gain confidence,
and develop a love of reading—all while
spending time with a gentle, attentive
companion. 

 

Multisensory Storytime for Little Learners 
Sensory Story Hour takes place every Tuesday in May from 10 to 10:45 a.m. at Burton Barr
Central Library. Join us for a welcoming and inclusive Storytime created in partnership with the
Foundation for Blind Children. Designed for children ages 0–5 and their caregivers, this program
explores literacy through all five senses with movement, music, and hands‑on play. Families can
engage with books in print, braille, and large‑print formats while children build early
communication, social, and literacy skills in a supportive environment. 
 

Upcoming Teen Events at
Mesquite Library  
Teens are invited to connect, unwind, and
have fun at Mesquite Library this May with two
programs designed just for them. Teen Book
Share takes place on May 12 from 4 to 5
p.m., offering a relaxed, teen‑led discussion
where you can talk about what you’re reading,
recommend favorite titles, and discover new
books—no assigned reading required. Prefer
something more playful? Join us for Teen
Game Day on May 23, from 2 to 3 p.m. to
enjoy an hour of board, card, and video games
with friends. Whatever you’re into, there’s
something for you this May! 

Please note: Beginning Monday, May 4, construction will be underway on improvements to the
library’s entrance and parking lot. Mesquite Library will remain open with regular hours
throughout the project, and we welcome you to join us for all May programs. Some areas or
services may be temporarily affected, consider visiting Mesquite Library – Hours and Locations
page for updates and to plan your visit.
 

Kindergarten Bootcamp: May–June Sessions 
Is your child entering kindergarten in Fall 2026? Kindergarten Bootcamp begins May 29, with
more sessions starting the first week of June. This interactive, seven‑week series meets once a
week and gives families a hands-on preview of kindergarten. Parents and children learn together
the social, academic, and classroom skills needed for school success, and receive free tools and
activities each week leading up to graduation. Registration is required, and by signing up you
agree to attend all seven weeks. 

 

College Depot May Programs
College Depot at Phoenix Public Library offers a variety of free, in-person programs designed to
help teens and students take the next step toward college, careers, and skilled trades.
Whether you’re exploring hands-on career pathways, looking for ways to pay for school, or ready
to apply for scholarships with expert support, these May programs offer practical guidance,
insider tips, and one-on-one help to set you up for success. 
 

Celebrating 75 Years of Canyon Records 
Join us on May 16, from 2 to 3 p.m. at Harmon Library for a special performance by Grammy
nominee and Navajo‑Ute musician Aaron White. He will play the Native American flute, share the
stories behind his songs, and sing traditional music accompanied by hand drum. This program is
presented in celebration of the 75th anniversary of Canyon Records, a local label featuring
Native American artists from across the continent.
 

Discover Something New with May's Author Talks
Take your reading to the next level with the Library Speakers Consortium's free, live virtual
author talks, featuring bestselling writers and thought leaders, all from the comfort of home.
Learn more and register!

On May 7, explore courage,
upheaval, and the profound

ways love reshapes lives
with internationally

bestselling author Marjan
Kamali as she discusses the

stories and inspirations
behind The Stationery

Shop and Together
Tea. Learn more and register

to attend. 

On May 12, discover how to
thrive in an AI‑driven world

with award‑winning
theoretical neuroscientist
and inventor Dr. Vivienne
Ming as she shares insights

from How to Robot‑Proof
Your Kids (and

Yourself). Learn more and
register to attend.  

On May 19, unlock
strategies for transforming

habits and beliefs
with internationally

bestselling author Nir Eyal
as he delves into the ideas

behind Hooked and
Indistractable. Learn more

and register to attend. 

 

Celebrate Small Business Month with StartUpPHX
May is Small Business Month, and Phoenix Public Library is here to support your entrepreneurial
journey. Through StartUpPHX, you can access free resources to help you launch a new
business or strengthen an existing one. StartUpPHX offers a variety of resources including
business books, research databases, and more—giving Phoenix entrepreneurs the tools they
need to grow. To continue building your business skills, be sure to register to attend our online
workshop, Business Tax Basics with the Arizona Department of Revenue, on May 6 from 5 to
6:30 p.m.
 

Book Look: New & Notable Picks
Discover standout titles curated by our Collection Services team—these popular picks are in
high demand, so be sure to place a hold today! 

Go Gentle by
Maria Semple

“Semple
entertains in

every moment of
this smart story

of Greek
philosophy and
Greek statues;

desire,
happiness, and
their opposites;
and priceless
midlife peace.
Readers will

have hearts in
their eyes to see

her first new
novel in a

decade.” —
Booklist 

Love by the
Book by
Jessica
George 
“A fresh

perspective on
female

friendship.” —
Publishers

Weekly 

All That
Chandni

Knows by
Khushboo

Patel 
“This striking
novel in verse

is a riveting
character
study…

Emotionally
resonant with

rich, lyrical
writing.” —
Booklist 

Last Day Pool
Party by
Emma

Steinkellner 
“A witty and

acutely
observed

graphic novel
that recalls The

Breakfast
Club… The
result is a
gentle and

charming story
of belonging

and finding the
courage to

start anew.” —
Publishers

Weekly

Japanese
Gothic by Kylie

Lee Baker 
“A spectacular,

thought-
provoking, and
chilling story

about how the
past ties itself to
the present in
ways humans

cannot
comprehend or

explain. Readers
will savor every

minute.” —
Library Journal 

Harper Sharp:
Kid Detective

by Jarrett
Williams 

“With artwork
that has the

feel of a
Nickelodeon
cartoon… a
game-like

atmosphere
and vibrant art,

this series
starter will be a
hit with middle-
grade mystery

fans.” —
Booklist 

 

 

Now available: Phoenix’s
2025 Water Quality
Report 
The 2025 Water Quality Report is now
available. This comprehensive report
summarizes the results of millions of tests and
measurements performed at Phoenix's water
treatment and water distribution system
throughout the year, ensuring that the water
we deliver is safe and exceeds federal and
state water quality standards. 

 

Help Tutor Youth in PHX 
Only 27% of Phoenix third graders are reading
at grade level. The City of Phoenix is working
to change that, and we need your help.
Through AARP Foundation Experience Corps
Phoenix, trained volunteer tutors aged 50+ are
helping students become confident, proficient
readers by the end of third grade. Join us in
making a lasting impact. Become a volunteer
tutor at Phoenix.gov/Education.  

 

City Council Approves
Solid Waste Rate
Adjustments 
On April 22, the Phoenix City Council
approved an adjustment to the monthly
residential solid waste rate. After considering
customer feedback and staff’s continued
efforts to identify operational efficiencies, the
Public Works Department reduced its original
rate recommendation from a $17 increase
over 3 years to a $14 increase over 3
years. For more details on the new rate
schedule, financial aid opportunities, and a
discount for using a smaller curbside trash
can, please visit phoenix.gov/swrate2026. 

 

Monday, May 25: In observance of Memorial Day, all Phoenix Public Library locations will be
closed. All Phoenix Public Library book drops, and digital/eResources remain available. Visit
phoenixpubliclibrary.org for more details. 

Thanks for reading!

Visit www.phoenixpubliclibrary.org | Call 602-262-4636

Follow us on social media!
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